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Curriculum Alignment: Speaking and Listening
In October 2014, a group of Ohio Aspire teachers participated in unpacking the ABE/ASE Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics, identifying the priority benchmarks, and writing lesson plans for the Ohio Aspire classroom focusing on those priority benchmarks. A priority benchmark is a benchmark that is deemed “absolutely essential for student success.” (Ainsworth, 2004). Identifying priority benchmarks does not eliminate benchmarks instead it distinguishes the need to know from the nice to know. The group determined priority benchmarks using the following U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (2009) criteria:
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Reference:
Ainsworth, Larry. (2004). Power Standards: Identifying the Standards that Matter the Most. Englewood, CO.
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, (2009). Standards-in-Action: Innovations for Standards-
Based Education. Washington, D.C.

The following table includes the priority benchmarks and Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles that feature these priority benchmarks. Either click on the lesson plan title or visit the Instructional Resource Collection to download the lesson plan!
	Priority benchmarks
	Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles

	S.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. 

c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1) 
	Transcendentalism – What Do You Think?

	S.1.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood. (SL.K.3) 
	Financial Responsibility and Career Planning


	S.1.4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. (SL.1.4) 
	Teach Me How-to (Student Presentations)


	S.1.5. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. (SL.K.6) 
	Happening Now! A Lesson on Current Events


	S.2.2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. (SL.3.2)
	Chocolate Bars and Ebola
Disruptions of Ecosystems


	S.2.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. (SL.3.4) 
	Listen Up! Oral Reports on Current Events


	S.2.5. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. (See Language standards 1 and 3.) (SL.3.6) 
	Reading a Local and National Weather Map


	S.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. (SL.5.1) 
	Global Warming
The Right to Vote


	S.3.5. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. (SL.5.4) 
	How Do I Learn Best?
Is Solar an Effective Energy Source?


	S.3.7. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See Language standards 1 and 3.) (SL.4.6)
	I Have a Dream

	S.4.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. (SL.8.2) 
	Japanese American Internment

	S.4.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. (SL.8.3)
	Ethos, Pathos, and Logos in Advertising

	S.5.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. (SL.9-10.1)
	The Bill of Rights Today
The Right Choice
Begin With a Plan of Attack


	S.5.2. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. (SL.9-10.4)
	What’s Standing in Your Way?

	S.6.1. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. (SL.11-12.2)
	Is College Worth It?


	S.6.4. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) (SL.11-12.6) 
	Code-Switching – Language for Different Contexts


The benchmark qualifies as an important life skill; the knowledge and skills embedded in the benchmark have lasting value to a student beyond a single test date or completion of the course.


Example: N.4.12. Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees, percent increase and decrease, percent error. (7.RP.3) [Also see 7.G.1 and G.MG.2]





Endurance





The benchmark is applicable to other disciplines and content areas.


Example: R.2.5. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (RI.3.3)





Leverage





The benchmark prepares a student for the next level of study in the content area, a benchmark required for the next level of instruction.


Example: A.1.2. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract. Examples: If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known. (Commutative property of addition.) To add 2 + 6 + 4, the second two numbers can be added to make a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 = 12. (Associative property of addition.). (1.OA.3)





Readiness





Cumulative power





The benchmark includes or incorporates other benchmarks.


Example: W.4.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
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